Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

September 10, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Michael Shaheen

Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, Shirley Lucas, Dustin Roe
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the August meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
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Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead presented Resolution 2025-4 which approves Rick to apply for the unclaimed funds that the village has.  Carol Merritt made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-4, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes. Rick informed council that there is a company that does credit card processing for governments in Ohio.  Rick stated that they process cards for Belmont County and Barnesville.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to have Rick get information on this, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes. Rick stated that the Halloween candy was ordered.
Solicitor Shaheen stated that he is going to rebuttal to EQT about the main street paving.  Mr. Shaheen has spoke to Dirk about some ideas to present EQT.  Dirk and Diane are to look at Gail Avenue project next week to approve the repairs. Mr. Shaheen stated that we have to pass cyber security measure by July 2026 to be compliant with state law.  Mr. Shaheen stated that his office will draft the necessary documents. Mr. Shaheen stated that he has to contact Barnesville Hospital about a couple EMS runs that were made.  

Administrator Dirk Davis gave his monthly report. 
1- The workers have been working on clearing the railroad tracks from the meter pit to downtown.  
2- The crew has put down 60 tons of #4 stone on the roadway.

3- We need to think about the plans for Chestnut street paving.  Dirk would like to do FDR in the spring if we can find a way to afford it.  

4- The alley by Cindy Foose and the alley by Kildow’s needs to be looked at for paving.  

5- Dirk thanked Mr. Shaheen’s office for sending out letters for grass cutting.

6- Dirk ordered $500 worth of Fluorescent paint for the fire hydrants. Dirk is going to try it on one to see.

7- Trick or Treat will be from 5:00-7:30 on 10/31/25.

Mayor Flanagan stated that we have some properties with junk vehicles and garbage collected that needs addressed.

Police Chief Chris Storm stated that Kudel assisted a female who needed help.  Two trespassing complaints were responded to.  The department assisted a suicidal male.  There were eight traffic stops and three citations last month.
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Fire Chief Chris Hunt stated that if the fire truck cannot make turns onto streets due to people parking on them, that we will have to eliminate parking for the public safety.  Dirk stated that the state law states that there is no parking within 30 feet of stop signs.  Dirk recommends that we pain yellow no parking zones by all stop signs in the village.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to paint no parking zones 30 feet by all stop signs and to purchase the paint for the job, seconded by Carol Merritt,  Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes. Chris addressed council and stated that he has 26 year of service to this community.  Chris stated that he is going to back up Chris Storm and that there are things in this town that need to change.  Chris stated that we need to work together and come up with solutions for the community instead of trying to divide and tear it down.  Chris stated that it is a struggle to keep employees and he has several people on the fire department that live all over the place and they work here to protect the community.  Chris stated that he knows that the police department is the same. Jay stated that we have committee meetings and no one comes.  We had a Police meeting last night and no one came.  Jay stated that he has spent two terms on council with people coming to council meeting and complaining over person issues and never show up with solutions to help the town.  

Dustin Roe stated that we need to replace one of the ambulances.  Dustin stated that we are 18-24 months out on getting a replacement.  A new ambulance is around $278,000 and we have the option to remount our box on a new chassis for $173,000.  Dustin suggested that we do that with ours since the box is still in good shape.  Dustin and Chief Hunt recommended that we remount our box and go with a gas engine instead of diesel.  Burgess Ambulance is who would do the remount.  Dustin stated that we have applied for a revolving loan for the ambulance and we applied for a whole replacement through the State Fire Marshall’s Office.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to proceed with purchasing a remount and to proceed with acquiring funding, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
Dustin stated that there were 77 EMS calls last month.  Dustin stated that the response rate for the department calls was 90%

Motion to pay bills by Ruth Saffell, 2nd by Carol Merritt, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday October 8th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
